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While the outside world might be s louching towards
its winter seasonal senescence,  th ings with the
Hartford Energy Commission are heat ing up!  This
month,  we welcome Dana Clawson to the Hartford
family .  Dana has taken the role of Environmental
Sustainabi l i ty Coordinator with the Town and wi l l  be
working closely with the Energy Commission,  as wel l
as the Cl imate Advisory Committee and other
groups,  to help the Town achieve the ambit ious
cl imate goals set forth in the 2019 Cl imate
Emergency Resolut ion.  Welcome Dana!

We are also very excited to be gett ing to work to
organize a WindowDressers bui ld for fal l  2022.
We're already start ing to look for volunteers to help
make this bui ld a community success.  I f  you are
interested in gett ing involved,  read on for some
volunteer roles we are looking to f i l l .

Hope you have a spooktacular October !
Mol ly Smith -  Chair ,  Hartford Energy Commission 

TO ENSURE THAT ENERGY SUPPLIES WILL
BE RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
ENERGY ISSUES 

PROMOTE LEAST COST PLANNING

PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

REDUCE ENERGY DEMANDS FOR
TRANSPORTATION

REDUCE THE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

REDUCE THE OVERALL ENERGY
CONSUMPTION WITHIN THE TOWN

TO SAVE FINANCIAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES BY ENCOURAGING THE

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENT USE OF
ENERGY IN THE TOWN AND REGION

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!Our Goals:

Molly Smith -  Chair
Lynn Bohi

Ashton Todd
Erik Krauss -  CAC l iaison 

 



Buying and owning a Tesla in Vermont is about to get a lot easier. 

On June 7th, 2021, Governor Phil Scott signed S.47 (Act 63) into law.
Dubbed the "Tesla bill", S.47 allows California automaker Tesla, Inc.
to open and run its own shops within the State of Vermont. This is
a big deal for current Tesla owners in the state, as Tesla vehicles
may only be sold and serviced directly through the company,
rather than a third-party dealer. Many Tesla owners in Vermont
have had to send their vehicles to neighboring Massachusetts or
New York in order to get work done on their vehicles or even to
buy one. Now, with the passage of S.47, Tesla will be able to build
facilities within Vermont to run warranty and service centers as
well as direct sales. 

Earlier iterations of S.47 met with opposition in the State
Legislature, as other independent car dealerships and automakers
already in the state argued that one company should not be
granted special treatment by sales law (which often limits direct to
consumer sales of automobiles in other states). The final version of
the bill was passed with additions of further definitions of "non-
franchised zero-emission vehicle manufacturer" and adds an
exemption to allow such manufacturers to own, operate and
control a warranty or service facility center within specific
parameters. 

Tesla to build first dealership in Vermont 

The development of this dealership will make it possible
for current Tesla owners to get their vehicles serviced

in-state 



Advocates for S.47 are hopeful that the passage of the bill will
encourage more Vermonters to take advantage of zero-emission
vehicles and reduce their transportation carbon footprint. While
ground has not yet broken on a Tesla dealership and service
center, the way has been metaphorically, if not yet physically,
paved. 

To read the bill, visit:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/S.47

Story written with facts cited from VTDigger
(https://vtdigger.org/2021/04/22/tesla-bill-would-allow-electric-car-giant-to-
open-direct-to-consumer-shops-in-vermont/)

 
 
 
 



WindowDressers

Coming to

Hartford 

Fall 2022!

 

WindowDressers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit

which trains volunteers, provides

materials and supports teams of

community volunteers as they conduct

Community Builds to produce low-cost,

insulating window inserts which function

as interior-mounted storm windows.

These window inserts can drastically

help increase heating efficiency. Some

homes with WindowDressers inserts can

save up to $27/window in heating costs!

Volunteers measure the windows of

participating houses and build the low-

cost inserts out of wood, foam, and

insulating polyelfin sheeting. These

inserts cost 50-75% less than

conventional inserts and help reduce

heating costs, lower C02 emissions and

reduce your carbon footprint. 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR

VOLUNTEERS!

Measuring coordinator; this

person will be in charge of two

teams of measuring volunteers, 

 who will go around to all of the

participating houses to measure

the windows for the inserts.

Food coordinator; this person will

be in charge of arranging for food

for the volunteers during the

days of the build. 

Window Dressers builds are made

possible by the work of community-

oriented, dedicated volunteers. We

are currently looking for several

volunteers to add to our team.

Specifically, we are looking for: 

If you'd be interested in either of

these roles, please contact Molly

Smith at MSMITH@vermontlaw.edu

The build is hopefully going to take

place late fall 2022 over the course of

2-4 days. We are getting started with

team preparation early so we are

geared up and ready to rock next

year!

Photo source: https://gnat-tv.org/video-announcement-windowdressers-show-us-how-to-beat-heating-costs/



The 7th Generation 
An interview with Meg MacLaury 

Last spring, as I was sitting in a Zoom meeting with the Climate
Action Team, discussing what we should include in the Climate
Action Plan, one face in particular stood out from the bunch.

Younger by far than the rest of us, I became curious as to what
drew Meg MacLaury, a junior at Hartford High School, to

become involved with such a huge issue like climate change and
resilience in Hartford. She graciously agreed to an interview
where she talks about her experience working on the climate
action plan, thoughts on climate change, and what she thinks

Hartford could do better to achieve a greener, more prosperous
future.

Question: What got you interested in the Climate Action Plan
process?

Meg MacLaury: A family friend recommended me to the team. I
have been passionate about climate change for awhile but
before finding the Climate Action Plan, I had never found a super
impactful way to bring change. Being part of the team that
developed the climate action plan seemed like the perfect
opportunity. 



 Q: What was participation in the CAP like? What was hard
about it? Easy?

MM: The hardest part of participating in the CAP were the long
Zoom meetings. The conversations themselves were always
interesting, but at the time I was attending school remotely. I
would spend all day on Zoom, go to Nordic ski practice, and come
home for another 3 hours on Zoom. It was exhausting but totally
worth it! 
When the Climate Action Team first started brainstorming, finding
a way to bring my voice to the table was difficult. I was the only
student among over 20 adults, and they all brought some level of
expertise and experience to the table. But everyone on the team
was excited to have a young person involved in the conversation,
so they really encouraged me to speak up. The more meetings we
had, the easier it was for me to speak up about topics I was
passionate about, such as eating a sustainable diet and educating
children about climate issues. A few of my ideas ended up in the
final Climate Action Plan, which is really cool to see. 

Q: What did you learn from being part of the CAP? 

MM: I learned that there's always a place for you in conversation.
At almost every Zoom meeting, the team would talk about how
everyone brings an important perspective. 
Through all of the CAP conversations, I learned so much about all
the ways humans increase greenhouse gas emissions, and many
ways that we can all reduce them. I had been very aware of many
of these things before but not at the same depth that I know now. 



Q: What do you think people your age need to do to address
climate issues in Vermont?

MM: I think it’s important to start bringing the discussion of climate
change to more places. Many people my age want to get involved
in addressing climate issues, but are sometimes hesitant to speak
up. At my school, I’m part of the Environmental Club. This year, I
have tried to recruit more people to join, and almost everyone I’ve
asked is now part of the club. Sometimes young people just need
an organized space to discuss these issues. If someone’s school
does not have an Environmental Club, I would tell them that
starting one is always an option!

 
 
 

Meg on top of Mt. Washington



Q: How do you think older people and the state government
can better get folks like you interested in climate issues in
Vermont?

MM: Honestly, I think it should be the other way around. I know so
many young people who are concerned about climate change.
But older adults and the government don't seem to see the
immediate concerns as clearly as young people. The climate is
rapidly changing, and young people are the ones who will suffer
from the consequences. I think that’s the hardest part: that older
people may never see the harm they have caused by not giving
climate change the immediate attention it deserves. I see young
people demanding change everyday, and it is up to older people
and the government to respond, quickly. 

Q: What should Hartford specifically be doing more of to
address climate issues?

MM:  I think Hartford should bring more opportunities to educate
citizens of all ages about the impacts of climate change. Bringing
awareness to climate issues is the first step in making change.
This could be as simple as educating people how to properly
recycle, or what foods might be more sustainable, or why you
should let your grass grow longer. There are so many little steps
that everyone can take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and
it does not have to drastically change anyone's lifestyle. 



Q: Any ideas on what you plan to do after high school?
MM:  I am passionate about so many different things that it’s
hard to decide what I want to do after high school! I definitely
want to go to college and (maybe) compete in cross country
running or cross country skiing. After college, I have a dream to
write a cookbook and then travel the world. Who knows what I
will end up doing! 

Q: Funny, random fact about Meg!
MM: I love to cook, and I mastered whole-roasting chicken during 

Huge thank you to Meg for her wonderful insight, ideas and
participation on the CAP and in granting us this interview!



With Thanksgiving and the Winter Holidays upon us, it’s time to
look at the way you’re getting to Grandma’s house to see if you
can keep Bangladesh from flooding as a result.

A decade ago, the voluntary carbon offset market was tiny,
unsophisticated and largely unregulated. The little money raised
was aimed at worthwhile projects, but few schemes to cut
emissions or promote development were verified or certified.
Exposés, the financial crash and painfully slow progress in the UN
climate talks all helped discourage individuals and companies
from offsetting.

Paradoxically – Donald Trump’s decision to pull the US out of the
Paris agreement transformed the market, with companies all now
wanting to do the right thing in contrast. And as awareness of the
climate crisis has grown, these companies have turned to
voluntary offsetting and sent the market mainstream. Small
businesses have been weeded out, highly regulated global carbon
and renewable energy markets have been set up, and thousands
of participating organizations and charities are now theoretically
held to international standards by independent verifiers.

Before we get to those standards, let’s answer the question, what
is offsetting?

Where, oh where, did my CO2
offsets go? 

By. Ashton Todd



Offsetting means calculating emissions and then purchasing
equivalent “credits” from projects that prevent or remove the
emissions of an equivalent amount of greenhouse gases
elsewhere. One ton of carbon is usually the equivalent of one
credit and the market for these credits, worth possibly a few tens
of millions of dollars in 2007, is now valued at over $1b a year and
growing fast.

As the market matures, so the choice of ways to offset emissions
increases. You can now offset rail, road and air journeys, your stay
in a holiday hotel, your daily commute, your home heating –
indeed you could offset the emissions of your whole life.

You could have a forest of banana trees or avocados planted in
Kenya, reduce the amount of methane emitted from an
Indonesian waste dump, provide fresh water to Malawians, rewild
Romania or reforest areas of the Amazon basin home to
communities of indigenous peoples.

Today, the big offset certifiers such as American Carbon Registry,
Climate Action Reserve, Gold Standard, Plan Vivo and Verra offer
many hundreds of projects. To make it even more complex, the
carbon price of these projects depends on where they are and the
benefits they offer. Standards of verification also vary but in
general are considered to be much tighter in Europe than the US.
The problem is knowing what is best. Tree planting is theoretically
highly effective but some offset schemes have attracted criticism
for displacing people or creating monocultures; wind and solar
power projects are usually widely welcomed on a community
level; capturing methane gas from waste tips and landfill sites
makes total sense but is hardly attractive; and energy efficiency
works best with the profligate rich. All schemes have pluses and
minuses.

https://americancarbonregistry.org/
http://www.climateactionreserve.org/
https://www.goldstandard.org/
http://www.planvivo.org/
https://verra.org/project/vcs-program


Trying to establish how much you emit on a journey is hard. Some
offsetters take into account the extra impact of flying at an
altitude above 35,000 feet; others look at the age of the aircraft
type you are likely to fly in, whether you travel business class, any
stop-off points and how full the plane is likely to be. Recently,
Google has started listing the carbon footprint of flights in your
search.

The other approach is to use DIY offsets. This involves working out
your emissions using an online calculator (link below), then finding
a project that roughly compensates (for example Gold Standard,
see link below). Or you could just donate to an organization
working to suck up carbon or generate renewable energy. Many
admirable environmental projects run by small energy and
conservation groups do excellent work on tree planting and clean
energy without always offering credits – just contributing would
effectively help offset emissions. Forests Without Frontiers in
Romania, Tree Aid and the Woodland Trust are great places to
start.

Offsetting can work, and it allows people who have to travel to do
so with a clearer conscience. But the best strategy must be to
reduce your own emissions first.

Carbon calculator: https://www.icao.int/environmental-
protection/Carbonoffset/Pages/default.aspx

Gold Standard: https://www.goldstandard.org/

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Carbonoffset/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.forestswithoutfrontiers.org/
https://www.treeaid.org.uk/support-us/donate/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/individual-carbon/



